Braes High School Parent Council

Tuesday 6 May 2025, 7pm

Braes High School Library

Present

Kenneth MacKinnon, Iain Livingstone, Kirsty Baird, Jo Snedden, Jackie Ormsby, Matt Taylor, Morag Laing, Darren Yeates, Ian Vosser, David Ironside

Welcome and Apologies – Chair

Apologies from Cllr Anne Hannah and Gorgon Forrester

Updates from Previous Minutes

Mitie have been spoken to re the upkeep of the toilets. Repairs have been carried out.  Facilities are being monitored and appear to be improving.

Chair to send out the minutes of the Connect meeting for information.

The Reddingmuirhead community council are very appreciative of the engagement in the community survey.

Minutes of previous meeting approved by Kenny MacKinnon and seconded by Jackie Ormsby.

Presentation by representatives of the Pupil Leadership Team

Hannah, Sophie and Megan from S1, along with Mr Yeates informed the council of the work being undertaken by the young people involved in pupil leadership.

Thet spoke about leading themselves and others and taking responsibility, helping, encouraging and setting a good example within the school.

One of the aspects of the work is to get as many young people as possible involved in clubs before and after school and at lunch time. They also assist at parents’ nights and are working with the Primary 7s from the cluster schools.

There is an achievement database within the school, this includes achievements in school, out with school and this is celebrated at assemblies.  99% of young people have achievements entered on the database already.  This will continue into next year.

Literacy and Numeracy outcomes

The update from Sept 2024 to February 2025 provided.

As in previous updates Braes still maintains high attainment and positive destinations across the range of areas considered. Braes attaining higher than the virtual comparator, other Falkirk Council schools, other Forth Valley and West Lothian schools and the national outcomes.

This was also replicated in relation to Braes attainment in ASN.

The national expectation is that the Scottish Government want pupils to achieve L4, however at Braes there is a wish to push as many young people as possible to achieve L5 in literacy and numeracy.

L6 qualifications are also well received at Braes.

This is successful due to engagement with P7 cluster schools and the ongoing work in Broad General Education in the junior years.  The figures are good, however there is work ongoing behind the scenes in the early school, mapping out early years experiences.

Positive Destinations

98% of young people in a positive destination after leaving and 100% of S6 in a positive destination.

The school monitors for 3 months after leaving and can find out if young people are in employment, training, further education or higher education.

Skills Development Scotland monitor for longer than this.

Braes won’t prioritise one destination over another and it is based on what is right for each individual.

Updates from the school

[bookmark: _GoBack]The funds from the Tesco Blue tokens will be used to support the breakfast club and family learning plans 

STEM at Braes nominated for Times Educational Supplement Award.

Updates from the Parent Council Chairs Meeting

After a lengthy time since the last meeting a new Terms of Reference was agreed. It was a positive meeting getting the parent council chairs together. School improvements plans, standards and quality, parental engagement were all discussed.  Kenny looking to see if others in the council may be able to represent the school at this.  

The minutes of the meeting will be circulated.

Falkirk Town Hall Replacement

The new Town Hall should provide enriching experiences for young people.  Due to open in August 2028, consultation launches 7 May 2025 with planners looking for feedback.  After summer there will be engagement with young people.

AOCB

Update requested on recreational facilities within the school. The proposal for a community sports facility in the school will come before the council again in December 2025.  There is a desire for it to progress.  It is being led by Paul Kettrick.  The wish list is that it will provide opportunities for children, for use by the school, it will be accessible for those with mobility issues.

The parent council agreed to pay for the dux medal.

The next meeting will be Monday 2 June
